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The Greedy Merchant
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In the busy market near Greenfield School, a merchant named Raju sold

fruits and vegetables. He was greedy and often cheated his customers.

He used false weights to give less than what people paid for. When

someone bought one kilogram of apples, Raju's weighing scale showed

one kilogram, but they actually received only 800 grams. Many

customers complained, but Raju ignored them and continued his

dishonest ways. One day, the District Collector visited the market to

check if traders were being fair. He was dressed in simple clothes, so

nobody recognized him. The Collector went to Raju's shop and bought

two kilograms of mangoes. When he weighed them at home, he found

they were 400 grams less. The next morning, the Collector returned in

his official uniform with market inspectors. They checked Raju's weights

and found they were all false. Raju was fined heavily and his license was

suspended for six months. He lost his shop and his reputation. Raju

realized his mistake and felt deeply sorry. When he reopened his shop

later, he used honest weights and treated customers fairly. He learned

that dishonesty brings only shame and loss in the end.
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How did Raju cheat his customers?

Who visited the market to check if traders were being fair?

a) He sold rotten fruits

b) He used false weights to give less than what people paid for

c) He charged more money than required

a) The school principal

b) The police inspector

c) The District Collector

a) He was sent to jail for ten years

b) He ran away from the city

c) He was fined heavily and his license was suspended for six    
    months

Exercise No. 1
Choose the most appropriate option in relevance to this

passage.
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1

2

What happened to Raju after the inspectors found false
weights?

3

d) He closed his shop early

d) A newspaper reporter

d) Nothing happened to him
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Exercise No. 2

Answer the following questions from the passage/story.
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Why did many customers complain about Raju? Quote evidence
from the passage.

What did Raju learn at the end of the story? Give the lesson from
the passage.

How did the District Collector discover that Raju was cheating?
Provide one line from the text.

1

2

3
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Exercise No. 3
Read the questions carefully and answer the following by

making connections with the text.

How did Raju's greed lead to his downfall? Connect his dishonest
actions to the consequences he faced.

Why do you think the District Collector dressed in simple clothes
when he first visited the market? What was the purpose of doing
this?

1

2

If Raju had been honest from the beginning, how would his life
have been different? Use evidence from what happened in the
story to support your answer.

3

Find a word in the passage that means "not honest or truthful" OR
give a new title for this story in 5-7 words.
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Answers

B

Exercise 1

C1 C2 3

Customers complained because when they bought one
kilogram of apples, they actually received only 800 grams
due to Raju's false weights.

1

The District Collector bought two kilograms of mangoes
and when he weighed them at home, he found they were
400 grams less.

2

Raju learned that "dishonesty brings only shame and loss
in the end" and began treating customers fairly.

3

Exercise 2

Raju's greed made him use false weights to cheat
customers. This led to him being caught, fined heavily,
losing his shop for six months, and ruining his reputation.

The Collector dressed simply so Raju wouldn't recognize
him and would cheat him like other customers. This helped
catch Raju's dishonest behavior with clear proof.

1

Exercise 3

2

If Raju had been honest, he would have kept his good
reputation, avoided the fine and suspension, and earned
customers' trust for a successful business.

3

The word "dishonest" means not honest or truthful. OR
New title: "How Greed Brought Shame and Loss"

4
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